
July 2022 : Issue 54

Welcome to the July 2022 
issue of the Guild Newsletter
When I agreed to take over as editor, the first thing I 
thought of was "how can I include videos in the 
newsletter?". In the last few years there has been an 
increase in the number of videos of bellringing 
popping up on social media - both in the Leicester 
Guild, and in the wider ringing community. As well as 
reading about what our fellow ringers have been 
getting up to, it is much more common to see after-
quarter-peal pictures, and to see videos of visits to 
other towers.

I haven’t managed to create some brand new 
technology that lets you see videos in a printed 
page! But, if you go online to
 https://ringingroundleicestershire.wordpress.com/ 
you can see our brand new web version of the 
newsletter.

Hopefully, you will still see the traditional content 
celebrating ringing in our area - our versions of 
births, marriages and deaths: first quarter 
congratulations; completed refurbishment projects; 
history and news; and, particularly in this issue, 
ringing for special occasions as we look back on 
ringing for the Queen's Platinum Jubilee in June.

But don’t worry, if you like to see the newsletter 
printed out like this one, there will still be a print-
friendly version each issue.

I would like to thank Sue and Garry Mason for their 9 
years of editing the newsletter, and I would 
personally like to thank them for their help and 
support to me as I step into the role as editor.

Rebecca Banner
LeicesterGuildNews@gmail.com
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Royal Wedding Peals
The Platinum Jubilee of our Queen reminded me of 
my early youth when I participated in two Royal 
Wedding Peals in honour of Princess Elizabeth and 
as he was then, Lieutenant Phillip Mountbatten, on 
the occasion of their wedding. The peals were Bob 
Major on November 21st, 1947, on the semitone 
eight at St Margarets, Ernest Morris conducting; and 
Grandsire Caters on November 22nd at St John the 
Divine conducted by Gordon Olliffe. 

The names of some of the ringers may be familiar to 
older readers, Dorothy Udale who rang at the 
cathedral, Elizabeth Faulknell who came from 
Desford, Mavis Whitehead, daughter of Ted, John 
Bramley one time ringer at St Margarets. 

Ringing at St Johns was Josiah Morris, father of 
Ernest, William ( Bill) Clarke, Leslie Stevens, a 
Welshman living in Loughborough, Jean Ward who 
married Gordon. Paul L Taylor rang in the St Johns 
peal. I had the pleasure of ringing one more peal 
with him, Yorkshire Majkor at Gilmorton on May 30th 
1952, conducted by Harold Poole. 

To the best of my knowledge the only participating 
ringers still with us are Mavis, Jean and myself. I’m 
glad I kept my old battered and incomplete record of 
my peals as the names therein recall the faces of 
some long gone friends and acquaintances of days 
in Leicester some 74 years ago. 

John Bennett

President’s Message
It is so nice to be able to write a message after so 
much ringing has taken place, both locally and 
nationally, to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. 
General ringing, quarter peals and peals have been 
rung by a large number of guild members in 
Leicestershire towers and we have received lots of 
positive feedback from the churches, congregations 
and general public. 

The band from Thurcaston featured on the front page 
of the Jubilee edition of the ringing world. They rang 
with a band of under 18’s who had all been taught as 
part of the “Ringing Remembers” campaign. The band 
of youngsters continues to flourish at Thurcaston 
under Peter Hunt’s leadership and his collaboration 
with the village primary school. 

I am aware of several people who have heard the 
Jubilee ringing and are now interested in learning 
more about bellringing. Let’s hope 2022 brings forward 
lots returning ringers and new recruits; please get in 
touch if you need any help with recruitment campaigns 
or teaching new ringers. 

Most districts have now started monthly practices 
again, and it has been nice to see good attendances 
at many of them. It was particularly pleasing to have 
10 new members, all from Packington, proposed at 
the May Loughborough District meeting. 

The Leicestershire “Rising Ringers” have now been 
renamed the Leicestershire Foundry Foxes. The group 
has been practicing hard for several month for the 
forthcoming Ringing World National Youth Competition 
in Exeter on July 2nd. Our Foundry Foxes, sporting 
backpacks and polo shirts bearing their new logo, will 
be travelling sharing a coach to Exeter with the 
Derbyshire and Warwickshire bands. I, for one, am not 

looking forward to a 6.30am start in Warwick! Many 
thanks to the generous individuals in the Guild who 
have sponsored their travel, polo shirts and backpacks 
- your donations have been very much appreciated. 

Good luck, Foundry Foxes. 

Sally Brown
Guild President
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It was nice to see so much ringing in the county over the jubilee week. The performances ranged from rounds 
and call changes to method ringing; lots of general ringing and short performances, involving ringers of all 
abilities; several quarter peals, including Yorkshire Royal at the Cathedral; and a few peals, including one of 
Platinum Jubilee Alliance major - the first peal in the method, one of Platinum Surprise Major, and one of 
Grandsire Caters, and the first peal at Ab Kettleby.

A happy group of bell ringers, from Aylestone, Barwell, Enderby, The Cathedral, 
Narborough, South Wigston and Wigston, gathered outside All Saints, Wigston after 
ringing for the Platinum Jubilee. This was the second ring for several of this band, we 
commenced our ringing at St John Baptist, Enderby, with Phil & Helen Staples, John 
Dalby and Chris Swain-Phipps. After ringing at All Saints we moved to St Thomas, 
South Wigston and then on to St Andrew’s, Aylestone, where we were once again 
joined by Phil & Helen, plus Glenn Jones. The ringing included, rounds and call 
changes, Grandsire, Plain Bob and Stedman. A good day was had by all with some 
nice ringing, for a really special lady. God Save the Queen

Jubilee Ringing

On Thursday June 2nd, the bells at 
St Andrew's, Countesthorpe were 
rung for half an hour as part of the 
village beacon lighting 
celebrations. The final tolling of 8 
o'clock launching the brass group's 
fanfare and the rest of the 
festivities.

A band of young ringers rang 
rounds, queens, tittums and firing 
at Thurcaston. They were: Dexter 
Deackes aged 11, Lucy Hadfield 
aged 15, Joe Green aged 12, 
Barnaby Davis aged 11, Jacob 
Peace aged 15, George Davis 
aged 13, Morgan Williams aged 
16.
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At Cossington on Thursday 2nd June we 
rang a quarter peal. 1270 Doubles in 7 
methods/variations - Platinum Jubilee, 
Platinum Anniversary, Plain Bob, April 
Day, Seighford, May Day & Litchurch.

1 Eliza I Lewis-Skeath
2 Michael P R H Woolley
3 Harry J A Longman
4 Edward I A Longman
5 R Ian Stonehouse (C)

And at Barrow Upon Soar there were two quarter 
peals:

At Holy Trinity, Grandsire Doubles on 3rd June

1 Valerie M Thompson
2 Sophia A M Stonehouse
3 Eliza I Lewis-Skeath
4 Andrew Boston
5 R Ian Stonehouse (C)
6 David A Boothy

First Quarter by local band in many years
First Quarter for Valerie Thompson
First Quarter in over 30 years for David Boothy

At the Flintstone Pots, Grandsire Doubles on 
5th June

1 Sophia A M Stonehouse
2 R Ian Stonehouse (C)
3 Eliza I Lewis-Skeath
4 Mary Hale
5 Stuart W Hale

First on mini-ring by Sophia and Eliza
Most changes on the bells



On Friday 3rd we rang at 
Twyford, Tugby, Allexton and 
Skeffington.

Sunday 5th we did sessions at Ashby 
Folville, Pickwell, Somerby, 
Burrough on the Hill and Great 
Dalby!

We got around!!
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360 Doubles was rung at Long 
Clawson for the Jubilee Service. They 
also held a "Ring a Bell for the Queen" 
session.

Jubilee Ringing at Quorn

Melton Mowbray rang for the 
jubilee on Thursday 2nd June 
from 19:52 to 20:22. We rang 
rounds and call changes.  In 
addition, we fired the bells a 
total of 70 times.



On Thursday evening a beacon was lit at Packington 
recreation ground. Prior to that we had a village rounders 
tournament in which several ringers participated followed by 
some ringing at 21.30 to coincide with the lighting. 

On Friday 20 ringers from several towers in N.W 
Leicestershire rang at Heather, Swepstone, Appleby 
Magna, Measham and Packington to coincide with the St 
Paul's Service. A special mention to Colin Lord , Stuart and 
Mary Hale who just made it back from a trip to Italy, Stuart 
Cycling the entire route over 20 miles.

Then on Sunday morning the new local band rang for a 
special jubilee songs of praise at Packington and Service 
ringing at Measham. 

A busy weekend!

Harby village had plans for a number of events over 
the jubilee weekend - the opening item stating 
"8:45pm - The Bells will be rung".

Having just moved to the village, and aware there is 
no local band, I was not sure what their plans were 
for the bells to be rung, however a quick chat with 
the vicar, and he was delighted that I had just 
volunteered (!) to get the bells rung for the event. He 
clearly had faith that something would happen in 
time...

There is one other (known) ringer in the village, and 
my wife also rings and -thankfully - Harby is only a 5 
bell tower, so a call to a couple of friends completed 

the team.  We rang call changes for about half an 
hour - and in that time, the bells had called 
approximately 300 people to 'The Wong' (the field 
behind the church) for the lighting of the Jubilee 
Beacon.

The ringing has stirred quite a lot of interest within 
the village, and we have planned a tower open 
morning on 9th July to showcase what ringing is 
about, and to try to get some more ringers trained 
up, so the bells can be rung more often.  Hopefully 
we may start up practices soon, so watch this space!

Jonathan Dickenson - harbybells@gmail.com"

Celebrations started early at Desford when we 
rang a quarter peal on Wednesday 1st June. On 
Friday 3rd June we had general ringing to coincide 
with the ringing before the service at St Pauls 
Cathedral in London. We had ringers from Desford, 
Ratby and Kirby Muxloe, and we rang a range of 
methods and finished off with call changes with 
Queens and Kings.

Then on Sunday 5th June ringers from Desford, 
Ratby and Kirby Muxloe rang a quarter peal at 
Peckleton.
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First Peal at Ab Kettleby
Among the rest of the jubilee ringing, one performance stands out. As well 
as being the first peal on the bells at Ab Kettleby, it was the first peal for 
James Lowe and Joseph Adcock, and the first inside for Peter Brown.
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In the past three months there have been a number 
of ringing firsts listed on bellboard. The jubilee has 
been a great opportunity to encourage people to take 
that next step, but outside of that special ringing, 
there is also a steady trickle of first performances.

First in rounds: 

Charlotte Baker for the Jubilee at Waltham on the 
Wolds on 2nd June.

First quarters:

Emma Andrews at Wymeswold, tenoring behind to 
Plain Bob Doubles on 23rd April; 

Sean Bullock at Packington, tenoring behind to 
Mixed Doubles on 23rd April; 

First attempt for Lisa Gammon at Packington, 
tenoring behind to May Day and Plain Bob Doubles 
on 2nd May; 

Paul Girdham at Ab Kettleby, tenoring behind to 
Mixed Doubles on 12th May; 

and Valerie Thompson ringing the treble to Plain Bob 
Doubles at Barrow upon Soar, 3rd June - which was 
also the first quarter by a local band in many years.

First in method: 

Carolyn Hibbert - St Clements Minor at Copt Oak on 
3rd April; 

Jethro Woolley - Grandsire Triples at Hathern on 
18th April, also first on 8; 

Jill Belcher and Lewis Benfield - York Surprise Minor 
at Sapcote on 10th May; 

Moira Johnson and Jamie Davison - Oxford Treble 
Bob Minor at Packington on 14th May.

Other firsts: 

First spliced, Valerie Baxter at Groby, ringing 
Cambridge, Beverley and Surfleet on 3rd April;

First of Royal for John Davies ringing Yorkshire at 
the Cathedral on 2nd June;

First inside for Mary Lorrimer at Hugglescote ringing 
Plain Bob Doubles on 3rd June;

First on a mini ring, Sophia Stonehouse and Eliza I 
Lewis-Skeath ringing Grandsire Doubles at The 
Flintstone Pots, Barrow Upon Soar on 5th June; 

First of five spliced, Janice Atkinson at Sproxton on 
17th June;

First on 10 for Jethro Woolley and Eliza I Lewis-
Skeath, and first on 10 as conductor for Mark 
Banner, ringing Grandsire Caters at Loughborough 
All Saints on 29th June;

And in handbell ringing we have first Surprise Major 
in hand for Judith Godfrey and Robert Watson, and 
also first on inside pair for Alison Godfrey, ringing 
Yorkshire S Major on 15th May. 

Congratulations to everyone achieving firsts, 
hopefully they will be the first of many.

Other Firsts from Bellboard
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Upcoming Events

Guild social - 9th July
We have the Guild Summer Social coming up on 9th 
July, and this should be a lovely afternoon of Summer 
ringing at some of our most beautiful South 
Leicestershire towers.

Details of this are on the website, and anyone can 
email Leicester@leicesterdg.org.uk if they would like 
any more details. 

Below is the itinerary for the day;

If the weather is good, there's a lovely square green in 
the next village along called Shearsby, which is a 
great place to have a picnic. There’s also a pub next 
to it called the Chandlers Arms, which is open for 
drinks 12-2 and has a very nice beer garden.

Ringing will start at 1pm as follows:

1.00pm St Peters, Arnesby - LE8 5WJ

2.20pm All Saints, Gilmorton - LE17 5LR

3.40pm St Leonards, Misterton - LE17 4JP

5.00pm St Marys, Lutterworth - LE17 4UJ

There are a few pubs in Lutterworth, but the best 
suited would be The Fox (for drinks only) or The Man 
at Arms in Bitteswell for food. Please feel free to book 

a table yourself, for your family or small group if you 
are interested in eating afterwards, around 6.30pm.

The Man at Arms has advised to book as soon as 
possible and if you would like to sit near other Guild 
Members, please let them know you are with the 
Leicester Guild of Bell Ringers when you call to 
reserve.

Memorial Service - 10th July

On Sunday 10th July at 4pm there will be a Memorial Service for Mary Kinchin at St Peter’s Whetstone.  All are 
welcome.

Melton District Meetings
All meetings are on the third Saturday of the month from 7pm to 8.30pm (except where shown).

All meetings open to everyone, you don’t have to be a member to come along, beginners and improvers are 
welcome!

Covid note We have chosen well ventilated ground floor rings for our venues this year to help reduce the spread of 
the coronavirus.

We are not insisting on wearing of masks at the meetings but individuals are welcome to do so, hand sanitiser will 
be provided.

Any queries to Peter Brown, District Secretary 0774 813 5086.

mailto:Leicester@leicesterdg.org.uk
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Foxes at the Foundry

Well Exeter is a long way ... so the young ringers of 
Leicestershire & our friends from Derbyshire were 
wondering how to get to the RWNYC little knowing 
Warwickshire were having the same dilemma, so after 
a few conversations a joint bus was chosen as our 
preferred transportation. So to give the youngsters a 
chance to meet prior to the competition, an outing in 
Loughborough was arranged.

Leicestershire, Warwickshire & Derbyshire Young 
Ringers visit Loughborough.

On the morning of Tuesday 31st May, around 30 
ringers met up outside the Carillon tower ready for 
a full day. We started with a tour of the WW1 
memorial, dedicated to the men of Loughborough 
who lost their lives in the Great War. The 
volunteers gave us a flavour of the history of the 
building and proceed up to the clavier room, where 
the carillon is played from. Several had a go on the 
keyboard to see just how difficult it is - especially to 
play a tune. There was then a chance to see the 47 
bells all cast by Taylors at the Bellfoundry, along 
with all the mechanics that chime the bells. The 
final step was to go out on the balcony and take in 
a panoramic view of Loughborough and beyond.

Ascending the Carillon Tower

Looking up at the Carillon Tower
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We then took the chance to refuel 
with the younger members enjoying 
a picnic while many of the seasoned 
Foundry Foxes sampled the 
Wetherspoons lunch menu. 
Following a brief game of ‘Which 
Multi-Story Car Park did I use?’, we 
reconvened at Taylors for our tour. 
John Mulvey was our Guide starting 
with a video and moving through the 
variously stored Bells around the 
works, on to the woodworking and 
tuning shop. We then broke off to 
ring on the Best 12 in 
Loughborough, where it was great 
to see a band of youngsters ringing 
the 12 together. Then by chance we 
were told that a single small bell 
was being cast today, so we took 
our places on the balcony to witness 
the pouring of the molten metal.

To end the day, we headed off for some more ringing starting at the 8 at Prestwold, the 8 at Barrow and then for 
those with energy still left, we concluded with the more interesting 5 of Walton le Wolds with its iron ladder and 
trap door pushing the band organising a little more.

All in All, a Grand Day Out was enjoyed by all and meeting up again is already in the planning stages ... 
Pershore Abbey anyone ????

Ian Stonehouse

A few of the Carillon bells

Inside Taylors works
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Around the Districts

Hinckley District

The Hinckley District took its first tentative steps to 
hold a District Meeting back in October at Earl 
Shilton. The next few planned meetings didn't take 
place due to lack of support. We held our Annual 
General Meeting in December on Zoom and only 9 
joined the meeting.

The meeting in March took place at Barwell with 
some 14 people in attendance. April saw us meet at 
Sapcote where a tea was provided, this may have 
been the draw to encourage more people to attend. 

Traditionally the May meeting is the Picnic and Walk, 
so ringing took place at Sutton Cheney and then we 
moved to Shenton Station and walked to the 
Bosworth Battlefield Centre where we enjoyed our 
picnics in the warm afternoon sunshine. The first 
time for a number of years where the weather was 
on our side. We then went on to Market Bosworth for 
evening ringing.

June is normally outing month so, again not knowing 
who may attend, 3 localish towers were arranged. 
North Kilworth (5), South Kilworth (5) and Welford 
(8). There were the usual issues associated with 
outings including nearly a lock out in two senses. 
One, because the key holder had forgotten we were 
coming and, two because he couldn't get the key to 
turn in the lock! The afternoon concluded, for some, 
with refreshment at The Wharf Public House in 
Welford.

There will not be a meeting in July as it is the Guild 
Summer Social.

A date for your diary will be August 13th when it is 
hoped to hold our meeting possibly at Claybrooke.

Martin Mellor

Melton District
With most of the Covid restrictions being lifted at the 
end of Feb 2022 the Melton District committee 
decided to start our district meetings again in March 
whilst trying to keep them as safe as possible for our 
ringers by using ground floor well ventilated rings 
etc.

The monthly meetings have gone well with new 
ringers joining us from Pickwell and many guests 
from other districts, many thanks to all who have 
supported the meetings.  The new venues for the 
second half of 2022 have just been published given 
that there have been no more Covid restrictions 
announced.

The highlight of the ringing so far was the Queens 
Platinum Jubilee, members of the Melton District 
rang a peal in 7 doubles methods at Ab Kettleby 
many firsts achieved here - the first peal on the bells 

since augmentation, the first peal for the treble, the 
first peal for the tenor, the first peal inside for bell 4 
and the first peal from a Melton District team for 
many years.

Members at Twyford rang a quarter for the Queens 
Jubilee on Monday the 13th, this was a second 
attempt as the one on the 3rd of June blew out at 
about 32 minutes...... so near and yet so far ! 

Many towers rang their bells in celebration over the 
Jubilee weekend, these included : Hoby, Harby, 
Allexton, Tugby, Skeffington, Pickwell, Ashby Folville, 
Somerby, Burrough and Great Dalby.

The Melton District meetings are held on the 3rd 
Saturday of the month from 7:00pm to 8:30pm. The 
meetings are open to everyone - visitors from other 
districts, new ringers and non-members are always 
welcome.

Peter Brown

Market Bosworth church in the evening sunshine
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Leicester District

We have had five District Practices since returning to 
ringing this year. These started on 12/2/22 at St 
Denys - Evington (19 attended), St Margarets - 
Leicester (23 attended), St James - Birstall (22 
attended), All Saints - Newtown Linford (15 attended) 
& St Marys - Anstey (14 attended).

It has been lovely to be able to meet face to face 
again and the practices have been well attended. As 
always we are very grateful to Garry Mason for 
leading the practices and to other experienced 
ringers for giving advice and encouragement, as well 
as helping members to practise new methods. 

We've collected a total of £76.65 for the BRF at these 
meetings. This has been transferred to our Treasure 
Margie Brimacombe. 

We have the Guild Summer Social coming up on 9th 
July, and this should be a lovely afternoon of 
Summer ringing at some of our most beautiful South 
Leicestershire towers.

Details of this are on the website, and elsewhere in 
this newsletter, and anyone can email 
Leicester@leicesterdg.org.uk if they would like any 
more details.

Rebecca Odames

Loughborough District

We have now recommenced practices post-
pandemic. We have held two practices, one at 
Prestwold and another at Belton, where we 
welcomed a goodly number of members and visitors. 
As always, we have accommodated all ranges of 
ability at these practices and ringing has ranged from 
rounds and call changes to surprise minor and 
major. A two-year gap has, however, taken its toll on 
the Ringing Master's (this author) ability to be able to 
ring a 'bob at one' in Stedman Triples. It took him 3 
attempts at Prestwold!

We were delighted to elect new members from 
Whitwick and Packington at these meetings. There 
were 10 members elected from the newly reformed 
band at Packington at the Prestwold meeting which 
is certainly a record in recent years.

In addition to the new band at Packington, it is 
pleasing to note that there is further good news in 
relation to three other of the district's towers. There 
appears to be greater certainty over the future of 
Grace Dieu's light ring of 6 and Lewis Benfield has 
continued to maintain and develop relations with the 

National Trust at Staunton Harold, which included 
being allowed to toll for the Duke of Edinburgh's 
funeral last year. Finally, ringing at Heather is once 
again possible, following a long gap where it was not 
permitted due to concerns about the tower. With the 
developments at Heather, the Ringing Master's 
aspiration to complete the currently ringable district 
towers looks more possible and who knows, one day 
maybe even he'll be able to tick off Staunton Harold. 
He has not given up hope!

The meeting at Prestwold was, in effect, our delayed 
2021 AGM. We re-elected many posts but were 
unable to fill the vital position of District Secretary 
and the second committee member position. Until we 
can find someone to fill this position, district events 
will have to be less frequent than previously. We do, 
however, look forward to our next meeting at 
Packington in July when we can visit what was for 
many years a silent tower but which now has its own 
new burgeoning band.

Richard Bimson

 

Meeting at Newtown Linford
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Leicester Comes 2nd in 10-Bell Competition

In May, the Guild entered a team into the Tewkesbury 
Shield competition. This is a National competition on 
10 bells, attracting entrants from all over the country. 

There were 8 teams in the competition and we were 
drawn to ring 3rd. We sat outside in the glorious 
sunshine to hear the first two teams ring before it was 
our turn to ring. The test piece was a whole course of 
Yorkshire Surprise Royal ably conducted by the Guild 
Ringing Master, Terry Astill. 

We started with a few minutes practice and a quick 
pep talk before embarking on our competition ringing. 
The test piece went very well and we were all pleased 
with our performance. We had the obligatory team 
photograph on the external stairs at the bottom of the 
tower, standing in band order with the treble on the 
lowest step. 

Then the team and supporters adjourned to the 
nearby Wetherspoon’s beer garden where our team 
mascot, Holly the dog, wasn’t made very welcome at 
all! Back to the Cathedral rooms (several pints later for 
some) for the results and we were thrilled to find out 
that we had come second, only being narrowly beaten 
by St Mary’s, Redcliffe. Our excellent result meant that 
we all left in good spirit, with ambition to win next time. 

The next competition that the Guild will be entering is 
the Robert B Smith trophy which is this year being 
held on September 24th at St Margaret’s Leicester. 
Please come along to cheer the band on! 

Sally Brown
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Swithland St Leonard’s Bell Restoration Project 
celebration – Saturday 11th and Sunday 12th June

We had a very successful weekend of events to 
celebrate formally the end of our bell restoration 
project. The ring of six bells were the gift of Sir John 
Danvers in 1763 and no major work had been carried 
out on them for one hundred years.

The Bell Restoration Project was launched in May 
2018 with the aim of raising £25,000 towards a total 
of £40,000. The ringers had already raised £10,000 
from wedding fees and weekly subs before 
fundraising commenced, along with a donation from 
the PCC. The target was achieved by the end of 
November 2018 with individual donations, donations 
from organisations and fundraising events. The bells 
were taken down from the tower in February 2019 by 
Whites of Appleton and the re-tuned bells were 
returned to the tower with new fittings and metal 
headstocks in mid-June 2019. We have been 
wanting to thank everyone for their support since 
then but Covid intervened and now three years on 
we have finally been able to do so.

Richard Bimson organised a team to ring a peal on 
Saturday morning. The members of the team were 
Sally Brown, Richard Bimson, Mike Dew, Nick 
Churchman, Tony Rowan and Mick Angrave. Starting 
just after 10am, the peal of Surprise Minor (7m) 720 
each of London, Wells, Norwich, Durham, York, 
Beverley and Cambridge was conducted by Mick 
Angrave and was successfully completed in 2 hour 
50 minutes. Four of the members of the team, Sally, 
Richard, Tony and Mick, had rung in the previous 
peal on Saturday 19th January 2019, before the bells 
were taken down from the tower.

During an extended open church afternoon, there 
was a display of photographs of the whole project 
from the start of the fundraising campaign to the first 
ring on the newly installed bells. In addition, there 
was a display of material from the Leicestershire 
Diocesan Guild of Bell Ringers highlighting bells and 
bell ringing. As usual, refreshments were served with 
tea and coffee and many delicious cakes. We would 
like to thank all those who helped during the 
afternoon. Ringers were on hand to show anyone 
interested the ringing room and how the bells are 
rung.

From 5pm, there was a more formal part of the day 
when Graham Clifton from Whites of Appleton, 
Church Bell Hangers, marked the end of the 
Restoration project by handing a bell rope to Rev 
Colin Resch. Janet Beeby thanked all those who had 
helped throughout the project, whether by donations 
or attending fundraising events. Sally Brown, the 
Guild President was present and Janet thanked the 
Guild Bell Restoration Fund for their generous 
donation towards the project. Janet also thanked 
Marc Wainwright for his service to the church 
throughout 50 years of ringing at Swithland. Marc has 
only recently stopped ringing the 8 o’clock bell when 
the BCP service was moved to monthly at 9.30am.

After Graham Clifton had handed the rope to Colin 
and said a few words to symbolise the end of the 
restoration process, drinks were served and nibbles 
were enjoyed by all. It was a very convivial evening, 
enhanced by the presence of some of the Danvers 
family from America who had thoroughly enjoyed the 
whole afternoon.

The Annual Bell Ringers service on Sunday was also 
Trinity Sunday. As well as ringing before the service, 
the bells were rung for a short time during the service 
by Margaret Hardwicke, Janet Beeby, Val Capewell, 
Guy Jibson, Suzanne and Nick Cunningham. Rev 
Colin Resch gave thanks to all who were a part of the 
restoration process and linked the idea of Trinity 
Sunday with the three strands of the bell rope, 
symbolising the strength of things in threes. Richard 
Bimson read the lesson and we were pleased to sing 
the hymn that one of our former bellringers, Jean 
Curd, who passed away in 2013, had written for bell 
ringers everywhere.

Altogether it was a wonderful celebration weekend 
and it is great to know that with the work that has 
been carried out, the bells will be ringing out for the 
next 100 years.

Janet Beeby
Tower Captain, St Leonard's Swithland



Michael (Mick) Vernon passed away peacefully in 
hospital on 10th January aged 87 years.

Mick was born in August 1934, the first child of 
George and Mary Vernon, the village grocer, and 
twin to John. He was always proud to be older than 
his brother by an hour!

Mick was baptized at St. Michael’s Church Stoney 
Stanton and continued to worship there for the rest 
of his life. He had been a Chorister, Bell ringer, 
Church Warden, Church treasurer and for a short 
time Ringing Master. He also served some time as 
the Hinckley District Secretary of the Leicester 
Diocesan Guild.

During his early teenage years, he would run 
errands for the old folk in the village, from his 
parent’s grocers’ shop and his grandfather’s 
butcher’s shop. On leaving school he joined his 
grandfather in the shop and after his spell of National 
Service became the village butcher, following in his 
grandfather’s footsteps. Mick would always keep the 
first customer talking till the second one arrived, so it 
always looked like he had a queue. On Tuesday 
evenings you could visit with your own basin and buy 
his freshly cooked faggots, if you weren’t early, he 
would have sold out.  He also roasted his own ham, 
truly a traditional village butcher. At age 60, Mick sold 
the business and moved into healthcare, working as 
a psychiatric healthcare worker till he finally retired, 
well into his seventies.

Mick was taught to ring at Stoney Stanton, I believe 
by Nun Walker, the guy who taught many to ring, 
including myself. He rang his first peal at the age of 
15, in 1949 and by December 1954 was particularly 
competent ringing two bells to call his first peal in 
hand. Mick’s life was driven by his butcher’s shop, so 
he never had too much time for ringing. In my early 
years he would rush into the practice at Stoney 
Stanton for the final touch, still in his smock and his 
wellies still wet from having just mopped out the 
shop ready for the early start the next day.

Over a span of 63 years Mick rang 100 peals, 44 of 
these in hand and with some of the more prolific 
handbell ringers, Phyllis Pool, Peter and Jill 
Staniforth, Walter (Titch) Whitehead and Alf Ballard 
to name but a few. After Pealbase arrived on the 
scene, Mick was intrigued by the number of ringers 

who had rung peals over the age of 90. He set his 
target to ring 100 peals and in October 2012 I was 
privileged to conduct his 100th peal. No matter how 
much I tried, I couldn’t persuade him to ring another.

With two of his daughters living in Australia, and the 
restrictions prevailing regarding travel, Mick was laid 
to rest at a private cremation with only family and 
friends present but streamed live to Australia. Four 
members of the Leicester Guild rang a course of 
Grandsire triples in hand as the cortege moved into 
the Crematorium where a very fitting service was 
conducted by the Revd. Sharon Constable, rector of 
Stoney Stanton. After a short introduction by his 
eldest daughter, Joanne, a video was shown, 
prepared by his daughters, which depicted his full 
and very happy family life. After the wake, Stoney 
Stanton bells were rung by some of the local ringers 
before a band rang a quarter peal of Grandsire 
Triples, the method which no doubt would have been 
Mick’s choice.

It is expected there will be a memorial service later in 
the year when the wider family can travel, and his 
many friends will be able join in to celebrate his life.

Mick Angrave
Hinckley District Chairman and lifelong friend.

Michael (Mick) Vernon 
1934  -  2022
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A Legacy of Alf Ballard

In September 2021, one Sunday morning, a visitor 
to St Michael’s Stoney Stanton introduced himself 
as Alf Ballard’s great nephew, and handed over 2 
carrier bags and a box, full of items that had once 
belonged to well-known Leicestershire ringer Alf 
Ballard. The visitor came to St Michael’s because 
Alf had often rung in the Tower, and he had heard 
us ringing on Sunday mornings, and also because 
he had no idea what to do with the heap of stuff he 
had, and thought that the ringers might welcome it, 
rather than the whole lot being throw away.

The slightly startled Tower Captain at St Michael’s 
unpacked the bags and box, and found a mixture of 
personal memorabilia, books, peal records, Guild 
records, handbell music, and 2 sets of handbells, 
so she graciously accepted them all ‘on behalf of 
the Guild’.

The peal certificates and Guild membership 
certificates related to Stoney Stanton, so have 
been framed and hung up in the Tower. The books 
have been handed to the Guild Librarian as 
additions to the Guild library.

The Peal records were exhaustive, and include 
much information about ringing in the South West 
corner of Leicestershire …. They too will find their 
way to the Guild library.

An extremely interesting ‘Minute Book’ was 
uncovered, for the Midland Counties Guild which 
covered the war years …. including the first post-
war meeting and ringing events. Rosemary Mason 
(as Guild Historian) is now poring over this. 
Ultimately it too is destined for the Guild Library.

So, what about those handbells ………………..?

There were 2 small sets of 8, one very tiny indeed, 
both of which are in need of refurbishment, and 
donors will be sought to help to pay for this. 
Afterwards the bells will be retained in Stoney Stanton 
Tower in a display case, labelled as a Guild 
possession….

The smallest handbells may have an interesting 
history, of once belonging to Harold Stoneleigh of 
Stoke Golding who took a set of bells to the trenches 
in WWI, and who subsequently gave them to Alf … the 
bells are certainly small enough to fit into a knapsack 
and were equipped with wooden handles (now slightly 
battered) not leather straps.

The tiniest bell, including handle, is just the length of 2 
Bourbon biscuits (here is proof), and at the Young 
Ringers Meeting held in May at Stoney Stanton, the 
young ringers gave them their first outing in many, 
many years, by ringing Plain Bob Minor

Alf must have been delighted!

Margie Brimacombe

Grace Dieu Bells to Remain

From Dave Kelly at the Keltek Trust:

"I am pleased to report that the new owners of Grace 
Dieu have decided to retain the ring of bells. You 
may remember that a couple of years ago the ring 
was “at risk” as it looked like the buildings were to be 
sold to a Muslim organisation and it was considered 
inappropriate to retain the ring of bells."

Name: Dove currently has this listed as Grace Dieu 
Manor House School Chapel. This will change to 
either Grace Hill Chapel or Grace Dieu Manor Park 
Chapel.

Address: Grace Dieu Manor Park, Thringstone, 
Leicestershire, LE67 5UG

Contact: Ann Dyte

Telephone: 07918667409

Email: hello@gracedieumanorpark.co.uk
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Nominations sought for the 2022 Alan Jacques Award

E. Alan Jacques (1932 – 2011 aka “The Boss”) was 
a very talented person. His unique character enabled 
him to achieve high standards and be a very 
proficient ringer whilst still being able to be 
approachable and an encouraging member of the 
community often helping learners and less 
experienced ringers to progress. After celebrating his 
life, a donation of £1000 was made to the Guild from 
collections and family donation. After discussions 
with his family and the Recruitment & Education 
(R&E) Committee, this award has been established.

The Award will be given each year to an individual 
whose presence in his or her tower has proved 
beneficial to the rest of the band in whatever 
capacity. This may be a newcomer, but not 
necessarily a young person. It may not be the best 
ringer, but someone who has consistency and 
determination. It is a person who as Alan Jacques 
would say, "does their best and enjoys the ringing". 

Alan Jacques was a role model for the new ringer 
and encouraged all ringers to come and enjoy the 
ringing community. 'You'll always be welcome in any 
group of ringers" he would say, and this was an 
important part of supporting the ringing community.

Towers and members are invited to nominate 
suitable individuals by 31st July by submitting a 
nomination form to the R&E Committee Chairman. 
The committee will select a winner by 19th 
September, the anniversary of Alan's birthday. The 
Award will be announced and presented at the Guild 
AGM. The Award will be a plaque, on which is written 
“The Alan Jacques Award” with the winner’s name 
and date engraved. The recipient will also receive a 
smaller token as a keepsake commemorating the 
occasion.

This year’s award will be presented at the Guild AGM on Saturday 29th October 2022.
Nominations should be sent to Peter Brown pbrowntwyford@yahoo.co.uk , Chair of the Recruitment 
and Education Committee, by 31st July 2022.
A Nomination form can be downloaded from the Guild web site in word 
https://leicesterdg.org.uk/ldg/images/downloads/Alan_Jacques_Award_Nomination_Form_2021.doc 
or as a PDF 
https://leicesterdg.org.uk/ldg/images/downloads/Alan_Jacques_Award_Nomination_Form_2021.pdf
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